
Professional Development Connah Woodley-Millard

Recent Developments Within 
Photography  

Introduction 
I’m a 25 year old photographer who’s 
been doing photography seriously 
since November 2020 but showed a 
minor interest in photography in my 
last year of secondary school, back 
when I first started taking an interest 
in photography I would only shoot on 
the automatic settings and didn’t try to 
learn manual settings and using the 
equipment I had on a creative level, 
now being more knowledgeable about 
photography on a technical level and 
creatively speaking  I’m able to bring 
my creative thoughts to life with 
photography. 


Who I Aspire To 
One photographer I aspire to would be Bella West the photographer due to her 
portraits and her outstanding use of natural lighting that she uses in them. the 
first piece of work that comes to mind is this photo of a little girl in front of a 
barn with the sunset adding a hair light effect to the little girl. The way the sun 
creeps in very harshly from the top of the photo ends up giving the picture a 
very warm aesthetic feel. What I really like about some of Bella West’s work is 
the use of black and white in her photos to further show the depth of shadows 
in her pictures. Her coloured work is also fantastic especially any work that is 
using the sunset as back light, one of my favourite photos is this one of a 
woman in a barn. The light is coming through some high windows on the left 
side due to the way the light is hitting the 
subject also the lighting looks like it’s a short 
lighting technique and the Bella west has 
placed the subject perfectly in the barn to get 
this effect. From the way the lighting is on the 
subject it looks like a reflector has been set 
up on the right side of the subject to bring 
some light back into the side where the 
shadow is casting onto the model. The way 
that Bella West uses natural lighting to make 
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very aesthetic photos inspires me to further educate myself in natural lighting 
for my own work. 


Development’s Within Photography 
Bella west does work such as portraits, weddings and commercial work, these 
are all done through her own business and freelance work that she’s either 
seemed herself or been approached to do by individuals or companies. The 
creative industry has exploded in opportunities due to the introduction of how 
social platforms connect you with the world, so being freelance and 
independent with creative talents is easier than ever to do, browsing platforms 
such as Linked in allows creatives to filter and search for specific job 
opportunities that can be completed without stepping foot outside your house. 
Also social media platforms such as instagram allow you to showcase your 
work and interact with people that have an interest in it.


Knowing this explains how someone such as Bella West has been able to find 
work in the freelance world of photography, it also shows us that it’s a. Viable 
option to pursue as a career option in the creative industry.


A recent development in the world of photography is the advancements in the 
mirrorless camera equipment, mirrorless cameras have the latest technology in 
them compared to the traditional dslr system meaning you get things such as 
super accurate and fast autofocusing from the system making taking 
consistent photos easier than ever. The quality from both options are still quite 
equal due to the use of the same sensors being used and it really comes down 
to personal preference when choosing which camera type to use but the lack 
of a mirror in the body of the camera allows for a more seamless experience 
when taking pictures through the lcd screen instead of using the viewfinder, 
talking about the viewfinder instead of an optical viewfinder the mirrorless 
cameras opt for a fully digital viewfinder. What’s good about the mirrorless 
cameras is being able to see the outcome of an image before actually taking it 
which takes away taking a lot of photos getting setting right for the 
circumstances.


Aspirations and Where I Am 
My aspirations as a photographer is to be able to bring peoples creative 
thoughts to life with my work and being able to bring joy and long lasting 
memories for years to come in peoples lives through the photos I take for 
them, I also aspire to be able to convey meaningful messages to an audience 
through my work and being able to get an audience to question things from it. 
The use of lighting in my work and expressions is something I aim to keep 
working on for the rest of my photography journey.
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I think for the short time I’ve spent doing photography so far I’ve learned a lot 
and made huge steps in my final images that I show people and put in my 
portfolio to present to potential clients, over the past year and a half I’ve 
managed to fill an entire 100 sleeve binder portfolio with high quality final 
images I’ve delivered to clients in the past. What I also like about this portfolio 
is the progression you see in my work over the last year and a half, noticing 
quality improvements all throughout.


Where I aspire to be in the following year is being able to earn an income off of 
my work through selling prints and getting work with clients, what I would like 
to be doing with clients is helping them build a professional standard portfolio 
that they could use to show agencies and there clients to increase the amount 
of work they get. At the moment I don’t sell prints but am looking into the 
process of how to potentially sell them, I’ve printed work so far and framed it 
to explore my options with websites such as Etsey. And with payed work with 
clients I’m still trying to network with potential clients or models.


Below is links and an example of what my online portfolios look like.
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https://www.instagram.com/connahwmphotography

Instagram

https://www.connahwmphotography.com
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Historic Developments Within 
Photography 

Analysis Of Changes In The Roles Of Photography 
Over the past 20 years with the advancement of technology and the rise in the 
popularity of the internet and social networking sites, the working roles of a 
photography career have increased in number and also became more 
accessible due to this advancement.


The equipment side of things having better and better technology inside of it 
making older models less expensive at the same time have made starting your 
career as a photographer easier than ever, a good second hand dslr can be 
picked up for under 200 pounds these days and this purchase alone is enough 
to start you on the road to becoming a professional photographer. And with 
social media platforms providing you with a free form of advertisement and 
granting you unlimited opportunities to network with potential clients it can be 
relatively cheap to start out.


Back in the past equipment was more manual without the help of processors 
and chips that make the cameras of today so user friendly, this means the 
learning curve for becoming a good photographer was much more difficult due 
to the process of learning about film and exposure settings, the ways to 
advertise yourself and your work were also much more difficult to be a part of 
making it very difficult to network and get yourself known.


These days with how easy it is to learn to operate a camera the practice of 
educating yourself and learning about techniques and processes that can be 
used to further increase the quality of your images is important, learning new 
skills is something that you should never stop doing while you’re a 
photographer and pretty much anything in life, it allows for new and unique 
opportunities to further the end results of your work, it also will show clients 
and potential new client that you understand what you are doing when you’re 
on a job and it also gives them confidence in your abilities to deliver what it is 
they’re envisioning.


I think it also shows the importance of skills due to changes being made in the 
world all the time.
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Career Plan 

Owning and running my own studio would require a lot of work to set up and 
also a lot of work in self advertising to attract clients for potential work but I 
think this career path is one of the better options with the style of photography 
I enjoy and the the way I want to go forward in my life and career as a 
photographer. I would need a decent start up capital to be able to open my 
own studio to begin with due to the expenses involved such as a deposit to 
start renting a unit and also the equipment required to run an efficient studio. 
The time investment is also a big factor, I would have to be open as many days 
as possible and consistent with my work days to prevent potential clients from 
being put off. The experience and qualifications needed to pursue this career 
option aren’t needed but help in a big way, the knowledge of how to use all the 
equipment and being a creative thinker when it comes to producing work for 
clients is the main focus of skill I would need to open a studio successfully, 
qualifications also aren't needed but having them definitely help when I come 
to showing clients that you fully understand what you’re doing increasing their 
confidence in your abilities. Something I think is really important is having a 
good portfolio filled with a good variety of different styles and ideas to show 
clients so they can see the standard of work they can expect from me as a 
photographer.


Job Title Own Studio
Job Description Running my own studio, offering portraits, family 

portraits, creative portraits, pet portraits and portfolio 
building services.

Qualifications 
Needed

None

Experience  

Needed

None but having a good portfolio with a nice variety of 
different styles to show clients is good to show 
experience with photography.

Anticipated Hours 
of Work

Between 42 and 45 hours a week

Salary Between 25,000 and 30,000
Benefits/
Prospects for 
Promotion

The benefits of owning my own studio would be being 
able to choose my own working hours and being able 
to choose what sort of work I offer such as wedding 
packages.

Method of 
Application

Start up capital and a foundation plan is required to 
open own studio

5



Professional Development Connah Woodley-Millard

With working as a freelance photographer it would require a lot of dedication 
to being consistent with posting to social media platforms and updating my 
online portfolios, I would also have to put a lot of my attention into browsing 
platforms such as linked in and indeed as well as contacting up to 50-60 
potential clients through email, social media platforms and attending events 
that could be used to further network with clients and new clients.


The only problem I can see with this particular career option is the fact I could 
be without work for extended periods of time if nothing is available but the 
benefits of doing this work would be the independent aspects involved with it 
allowing me to work at my own pace and choosing what days I work.


Job Title Freelance
Job Description Working through social media and other platforms to 

get work or temporary contracts in the photography 
industryQualifications 

Needed
Having a degree in photography would look well with a 
good portfolio when approaching or being approached 
by a potential client.

Experience  

Needed

Having worked well with previous clients and showing 
work done for them to show new potential clients.

Anticipated Hours 
of Work

Depending on how frequent work comes up I’d say it 
could be between 25 hours on a bad week and 40-45 
hours on a good week.

Salary I could see it potentially being 26,000 a year
Benefits/
Prospects for 
Promotion

Choosing own work hours and clients is a huge benefit 
from working freelance and also not being tied to a 
particular brand or company for a certain period of 
time.Method of 

Application
Using social media and other platforms to advertise my 
work.
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Working as a photographer in the army is the easiest option available to me 
with minimum joining requirements. The job is good pay and also a secure job 
opportunity that would put me in work for life with a passion I enjoy. The 
hardest part about the joining process would be needing to join as part of the 
Royal Logistics core as a driver to begin with until I reached the rank of Lance 
corporal allowing me to apply for the role through superiors.


What I would get would be cheap accommodation, food and health care for 
free through just having the job in the army. The other benefits I would get 
through going down this career option would be the free qualifications involved 
with the photography course in the army education system allowing me to 
further my knowledge of the subject even more.


Job Title Photographer in the army
Job Description Being a documenter of military actions and providing 

operational support to army activities
Qualifications 
Needed

None

Experience  

Needed

None

Anticipated Hours 
of Work

45 hours a week

Salary 30,000 a year
Benefits/
Prospects for 
Promotion

Free qualifications in level 4 digital photography, adobe 
certification, its also a secure job

Location of 
Potential 
Employers

British Army

Method of 
Application

Online application form also I would need to get to 
Lance Corporal rank to be able to apply to being a 
photographer
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Career Plan 
Personal Attributes  

Ambitious, Motivated, Passionate, 
Dedicated and Creative


Education 

Degree in Art & Design


Employment 

Self Employment

Photographer in the army

Freelance

Shot Term Goals 

Finish my Degree and continue to learn more about 
photography


Mid Term Goals 

Start selling prints and continue to build my portfolio with 
clients. Also starting to take more clients on to work toward 
opening my own studio


Long Term Goals 

Become self employed working in my own studio, taking on 
freelance work and continue selling my prints

Personal Preferences 

Working in my own environment or 
in the outdoors with practical work 
through self employment


Values 

Honesty 

Working well with others and being 
independent


Limitations 

For self employment it would be 
start up capital but for joining the 
army it would be wanting to finish 
my degree first

Current Competencies, Skills, knowledge and 
experience  

Currently I have good knowledge in the subjects of 
photography, lighting, camera settings, people skills and a 
good understanding of after effects software such as 
Lightroom and photoshop


Development needs and skills required for future goals 

Understanding how to run a business and managing my 
finances, working on my online portfolios to gain exposure 
for potential freelance work or people who could approach 
me for work


Action Plan 

Work on my online presence to gain exposure and increase 
my following, keep working on gaining more knowledge on 
the subjects I mentioned above and start doing my prints to 
sell online
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Skills and Self Assessment  
1.     a critical, analytical and creative thinker

1 2 3 4 5
·       relate and compare data from different 

sources, identify issues and obtain relevant 
information

x

·       reason and apply decision making processes 
and consider how to find solutions to 
problems

x

·       identify appropriate data sources x
·       review a range of different points of view and 

select the most appropriate conclusion
x

·       distinguish between different types of 
information to inform conclusions

x

·       capture key information from written or 
verbal sources

x
·       identify significant opportunities and be pro-

active in putting forward ideas for problem 
solving.

x

2.     a flexible team worker
1 2 3 4 5

·       build and develop working relationships with 
academic staff, peers and colleagues

x

·       work effectively with others to complete tasks 
and achieve results

x

·       empower others to work together as part of a 
team or group

x

·       recognise and understand when compromise 
and accommodating others is necessary

x

·       interact well with others and work co-
operatively as a team member

x

·       understand how to gain the attention of 
others in a team or group when required

x

·       understand how to contribute effectively and 
co operatively with others even if they do not 
share the same ideas and ways of working

x

·       express self effectively in a group and in one 
to one situations

x

·       have an understanding of team roles x
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3.     a problem solver
1 2 3 4 5

·       use an appropriate approach to questioning 
in order to gain information from which to 
draw conclusions

x

·       use an objective approach to relate to others 
in order to achieve goals

x

·       make good use of verbal reasoning skills, 
able to handle complex data and make 
selective use of information

x

·       explore more than one solution in order to 
solve a problem

x

·       consider the ideas of others to help solve 
problems

x

·       manage the process of problem solving over 
a period of time

x

·       demonstrate resilience and lateral thinking 
abilities when applied to problem solving

x

4.     an accomplished communicator
1 2 3 4 5

·       understand the differences in presenting 
types of documents, e.g. reports, essays, 
dissertations, summaries

x

·       check written work for errors before 
submission

x

·       use a range of ICT packages to support work x
·       express and convey ideas appropriately and 

accurately in writing
x

·       successfully give a presentation or 
demonstration

x

·       demonstrate that information being received 
is understood by using a range of verbal 
and non-verbal signals

x

·       understand when people have taken account 
of your views and you of theirs

x
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5.     professional and adaptable
1 2 3 4 5

·       recognise and develop skills and 
competencies required for learning and 
future employment

x

·       develop opportunities for learning activities 
through current and future roles

x

·       recognise the importance and value of 
activities outside the curriculum, e.g. work 
experience, sports, clubs

x

·       identify when extra support and help may be 
useful

x

·       understand the importance of actively 
reviewing and maintaining your own 
development plan in order to set appropriate 
learning targets

x

·       maintain positive attitudes to work and 
understand when a task has not been 
completed well and identify changes for the 
future

x

·       understand how to gain feedback on work or 
performance

x

6.     an efficient planner and time manager
1 2 3 4 5

·       aspire to and maintain a results-driven 
approach where appropriate

x

·       plan day in order to manage time more 
effectively

x

·       apply suitable approaches and put in extra 
effort if required in order to meet tight 
deadlines

x

·        prioritise own and others’ work x
·       identify resources required to complete a set 

task
x

·       harness motivation and hard work to assist in 
the completion of work objectives

x
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7.     an independent learner and researcher
1 2 3 4 5

·       work without supervision and use own 
initiative

x

·       maintain effectiveness in changing 
environments

x

·       make appropriate adjustments when 
undertaking tasks

x

·       keep track of work schedules and deadlines 
by applying multi-tasking abilities

x

·       able to devise own approaches to projects x
·       able to set own questions and work 

alongside colleagues in different 
environments

x

8.     reflective, self aware and self motivated
1 2 3 4 5

·       establish a course of action for self and 
evaluate own performance

x

·       recognise personal successes x
·       set own goals and review these 

systematically
x

·       review any gaps in understanding and 
knowledge

x

·       find opportunities to enhance and develop 
transferable skills within and outside of the 
curriculum

x

·       adjust to meet different work styles x

9.     knowledgeable in their subject area
1 2 3 4 5

·       generate and recognise best practice and apply 
imaginative ideas to different situations

x

·       work out a preferred course of action x
·       think laterally and encourage others to do so and 

consider how they approach an unconventional 
task

x

·       present complex and unusual ideas to friends 
and colleagues

x
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10.     information literate and IT literate
1 2 3 4 5

·       comfortable using computers, including 
different applications in context

x

·       knowing where to use information and how 
to cite and reference

x

·       understanding how to use different software 
effectively

x

·       able to keep up to date with current IT 
applications and how they can be used to 
enhance work within and outside university

x

·       able to evaluate the effectiveness of different 
information sources

x

·       able to make effective use of the library and 
internet resources

x

·       understand how to present information within 
their academic context

x

11.     competent in applying their knowledge 
and skills

1 2 3 4 5
• able to apply their knowledge in everyday 

situations
x

• develop key communication skills to help apply 
knowledge

x

• work towards developing ‘fitness to practice’ and 
professional competencies

x

• able to apply theory to practice where 
appropriate

x
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Personal Professional Targets 
1. Setting Good Lighting in a Studio Environment 

I have good knowledge on lighting and setting up equipment to create good 
atmospheric lighting in a scene


2.  Using Natural Lighting in my Work 

I have good knowledge in using natural lighting in my photos and no what to 
look for when shooting in outdoor scenarios


3.  Knowledge About my Equipment 

I know how to use all my equipment and know what limitations it has allowing 
me to use my equipment effectively 


4.  Using After Effects Software 

I have a good understanding about software such as Lightroom and 
Photoshop allowing me to use these softwares to my advantage when editing 
my images.


5.  Good People Skills 

I know how to approach and talk to people in a polite way that helps me 
attract more clients


6.  Using my Equipment effectively  

I know what equipment I would need for a planned shoot taking everything I 
think I could need in any given scenario 


7.  Creative Thinker 

I am good with coming up with creative ideas for planned shoots making my 
work have a good impact when viewed 
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8.  Portrait Photography 


I’m a good portrait photographer that takes professional level images 


9. Work Well With Others 

I work well in a team environment and make sure everyone has an input on a 
project, I also communicate well with team members


10.  Listening Skills 

Im good at hearing what other people have to say with their creative ideas and 
being able to take their input on board


Targets 
My targets are to:


• I will continue to develop my general skills in photography such as Artificial 
lighting, natural lighting and portrait style of photography


• Developing my skills further in after effects software such as Lightroom


• Start printing images to sell on sites such as Etsey


• Start posting to my online portfolios more often to gain exposure


• Using social media platforms more to engage with other photographers and 
potential clients


I think these targets are a good starting point on stepping into the professional 
world of photography and trying to get exposure and work. Over the next few 
weeks I will be documenting my progress with these targets in a form of diary 
entries to track my progress with these personal and professional 
developments.


Diary entry 1 
I have began preparing what I need to start printing my 
own photos and selling them by buying myself some 
frames and photo paper, ordering 4 frames gives me a 
good starting point and wasn’t that much of an 
investment, with the 4 frames and 100 sheets of glossy 
photo paper for under 30 pounds I think I’ll have good 
profit margins if I do sell any prints and if I don’t I haven’t 
spent too much money.
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I also started learning how to do double exposures with my photos in 
photoshop giving me another creative technique I can use when thinking of 
ideas for clients, to do this technique I layered two photos on top of each 
other and lowered the opacity of the top image until both were visible and then 
save it back into Lightroom where I applied my edit settings. Through 
instagram I also got a new client that was looking for product photos to be 
used on their instagram page, they also wanted a logo designing.


Diary entry 2 
Once my frames and photo paper arrived I got to printing my photos and 
began putting the images in the frames, what I noticed was the printer wasn’t 
printing straight onto the paper so when the image was in the frame you’d get 
a white line down the one side slanted. In order to fix this I used a cutting tool 
to take all the white borders off each photo and used black card behind the 
image to not make it obvious and doing this made the pictures fit in the frames 
perfectly.


After taking in my work to get feedback on what it looked like I decided using 
site that prints on demand might be more efficient than doing the printing and 
framing myself, also these site allow you to have it printed on more than just 
paper, they offer canvas, metal and framed images. They also ship to order 
meaning all the work is done by the supplier rather than me, cutting down on 
all the work of printing and framing my images.


I also met with the client who wanted pictures of their products and discussed 
what sort of images they were looking for. We 
also talked about the logo design they wanted 
so I could best match what they wanted when 
I made it, after talking with the client I made 
their logo and got a good response saying 
they were happy. 


This week I worked a lot in the darkroom at 
college and furthered my experience in there 
and learned new techniques that could be 
transferred into my digital photography work.


Diary entry 3 
This week I did the photoshoot for my client after arranging it during our first 
meeting, for the photoshoot the client wanted pictures to demonstrate the fact 
that everything is homemade so I decided to take the photos of the products 
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where their made instead of a studio 
environment. The client was very happy with 
the final images and paid me for my work with 
the logo and the photos. I think this 
experience of working with a client has taught 
me a lot about how to approach working with 
clients, listening to their ideas and creative 
thoughts really increased the value of the final 
product to the client. Doing this is a very 
valuable skill when working with clients due to 
it increasing the probability of them coming 
back to you for any future work they may 
have.


I started posting to my Instagram page 
frequently trying to gain new followers who 
could potentially be future clients, not posting 
for a while has stagnated my social media 
page so I’ll have to start being consistent with 
my posting to try and gain back the traction I had before my break from social 
media.


I started collaborating with another photographer on my course to learn new 
techniques that he knows as well as showing him what I know, this is really 
important in the world of photography due to you can never know enough and 
also communicating with others is good practice because everyone thinks 
differently allowing you to be able to learn techniques that you may have never 
thought about trying.


Diary entry 4 
I attended a photographer and model event in Liverpool this week to further 
my portrait skills in photography and also networking with models who are 
willing to work for trade for print increasing the amount of models I have 
access to who can help me further my knowledge and help me increase my 
portrait portfolio folder swell as giving me content to post to my online 
portfolios. With these photos I tried a new style of editing that I thought turned 
out super awesome, the idea behind this particular style of editing was to 
make the subject stand out from the background in a natural lighting setting, I 
wanted to lower the saturation of the background making it more dull which 
made the subject who was separated by a mask layer pop more and seem 
more colourful compared to the rest of the image.
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I also did a smoke bomb shoot this week for 
one of my other units, this was something 
that I had never done before but enjoyed 
thoroughly, the colours that the smoke bring 
to the composition are just stunning  and the 
chance to do this shoot was a great learning 
opportunity for me due to never doing 
something like it in the past, it gave me 
inspiration for other potential shoots.


These images gained me some exposure on 
my social media as well as getting other 
photographers to message me with questions 
on what I did in after effects to get these 
results, the models who received the images 
were very happy with the results and some 
even asking me when we can arrange another 
shoot to build their portfolios up with high 
quality images.


This week I didn’t do much with the printing I 
was looking into due to being so busy with 
the two shoots I did and all the editing that came along with it but it’s 
something that I’m still thinking about pursuing in the near future further.


Diary entry 5 
From my last work I had a few new people approach me looking for similar 
photos I took last week and prepared to pay but due to deadlines I’ve booked 
them for after I’ve finished all my work, but still I’m taking this as good 
progress to where I want to be due to getting the results I intended at the 
beginning of this diary entry phase.


I opened an account with PicTime to sell my prints online through a print on 
demand website to lessen the work I will be exposing myself to, this choice 
will free my time up for other more important things I could be doing and is 
also a step towards a passive income 
from my work which is great, I uploaded 
5 pieces of my work for purchase to 
add a bit of variety to the selection. I 
plan on approaching clients I have took 
photos of to ask if they mind me selling 
the pictures I have of them such as this 
one.


18



Professional Development Connah Woodley-Millard

Selling these types of prints I will put together a contract stating the client 
agrees to me selling the image and also including the percentage they would 
get from any sales I make.


In the first week I sold no prints but it hasn’t discouraged me from uploading 
more work to try and sell, I think I need to try advertising the page where you 
can buy my prints through my social media pages and my website to try and 
encourage people to buy my prints.


Evaluation 
I think I have done good progress on my targets and accomplished most of 
what I set out to do apart from the selling of any prints, the selling of prints 
takes time and I understand I need to have patience with it to see any progress  
with it.


Furthering my skills has gone well I learned new techniques from other 
photographers and also taught myself some new ways of doing things, I think 
over the short period of time my work and motivation has increased and my 
determination to make a living from my photography has doubled from learning 
about alternative ways to earn passive income from my work.


The past couple of weeks has also opened my eyes more to how important 
networking is in the creative sector due to without others you wouldn’t get far, 
the use of skills in the creative sector is also king due to skills and knowledge 
making you stick out compared to the competition. What I plan on doing now 
after the diary entries is to continue with my targets and goals to becoming a 
professional photographer.


Conclusion 
From my original intentions at the start of this unit I aimed to improve overall 
as a photographer with things like my portrait style, natural and artificial 
lighting techniques and general techniques that will improve my creative work 
for clients.


Over the course of the unit I have managed to start progressing towards 
selling prints to generate a passive income while exploring multiple options in 
printing my work and how to sell it online. My techniques have expanded and 
also I have learned more about what sort of style of portraits I wish to produce 
from now on as well as gained experience working with other photographers 
and models preparing me to work in a more professional environment in the 
future.
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Originally I wanted to print, frame and sell my own prints but with some 
research into the subject and from talking to other creative content makers the 
best course of action is to use print on demand websites such as PicTime to 
be more efficient with not only my time but also economically more efficient 
cutting down on the price it costs to produce and sell the prints.


I think I’m progressing at a nice pace to where I want to be by the time I finish 
my degree at college and I have high hopes that during this time I will 
accomplish much more than I intend to do.


Progression  
My progress towards being a professional photographer is quite far along, I’m 
able to produce professional standard work for clients, I know how to talk to 
clients and listen to what they want creatively and my punctuality is high with 
work I take on by meeting deadlines I set for myself.


If I continue the way I’m going I think I will be able to go wherever I want as a 
photographer wether that be going fully self employed as a studio owner or 
going freelance working my own hours, I think the ideal situation would be 
being self employed with my own studio and selling prints for a passive 
income, with a studio I would be able to do freelance work as well allowing me 
to earn extra income when needed.


In terms of where I am with getting my own studio and being in that position 
I’d say I’m there with the quality of my work but financially its a long way off 
for me unless I can build a solid source of income through my work.


Where I am compared to someone that I aspire to be like, for example Bella 
West, I’m again there on quality but no where near as established as someone 
like Bella West. The main thing that’s going to keep me progressing towards 
her level is being consistent with my work and my social media presence.


Posting to social media is definitely my weakest point, although I’ve been 
posting again frequently I always seem to fall behind with it from other things 
being considered more important in my life.
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I would say to anybody with dreams of being a professional photographer or 
anything else in the creative industry, it takes a lot of work and dedication not 
only with educating yourself but also the time investment required to make an 
impact with your work, the easiest part is starting what’s difficult is being 
consistent with your work and social media presence.


I would recommend the following:


• Consistent posting and presence on social platforms


• Reaching out to individuals to collaborate gaining you exposure


• Attending events with similar minded people


• Researching about your field


• Keep gaining skills and never stop trying to learn something new 


• Having a good time


The last one is just to say that if you’re serious about working in the creative 
sector you have to enjoy what your doing whether it’s going good or bad 
because at the end of the day you should be doing it because you enjoy it.


The main thing I’d say to anybody though with anything their doing is keep 
going, don’t give up and keep working towards your goals.


Some links to read after this that may help you even further:


Printing - https://expertphotography.com/how-to-sell-photography-prints/ and 
https://iceland-photo-tours.com/articles/photography-tutorials/beginner-s-
guide-to-selling-photography-prints


Becoming a professional - https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-
experience/job-sectors/media-and-internet/how-to-become-a-professional-
photographer
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