
Sustainability in Art & Design Connah Woodley-Millard

Sustainability in Art & Design and the 
Environment 

Friends of the Earth Brief 
Us at Friends of the Earth would like Connahwmphotography to produce 
environmental awareness pictures that are of a professional standard to suite 
the style of our website and the topics we cover.


The choice of topics you wish to cover is up to you as the creative and aren’t 
limited to just one, we trust that you are able to produce these environmental 
awareness photos for us and are able to show the audience of these photos a 
very clear and understandable message the looks appropriate for our brand.


Project Proposal 
For my final work I plan on taking photos for 3 topics which include, recycling, 
carbon emissions and restoration, I think the restoration comes more under 
recycling too though. In my work ill talk about the subjects themselves and 
explain in my work why these subjects are important moving forward with the 
sustainability of our environment.


Places I plan to visit for my work and capture photographs for this project are 
as follows:


• Merchants Way Recycling Centre 


• Birmingham 


• A38


• Kings Heath


The reasons behind choosing these locations are due to what I already know, 
giving me results for my work. The Merchants Way Recycling Centre is a place 
I previously went to so I could guarantee the opportunity to take photos with 
permission and serves a perfect place of opportunity to photography the 
practice of recycling in our community, they also recycle everything the is 
recyclable having multiple sections for the designated materials.
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Birmingham is on my list of locations due to the fact I know it’s always busy 
and congested with vehicles and various other modes of transport, there is 
also the use of the clean air zone in Birmingham that’s new and I think it will be 
quite interesting finding out how that woks along with how well its working. 
The A38 is in Birmingham too which is one of the busiest roads in Birmingham 
due to the amount of traffic that uses it on a daily basis, this is because of the 
road being the main way in and out of the city with motorway connections 
taking you wherever you need to go to outside of Birmingham.


And finally Kings Heath because my mom lives there and I plan on doing my 
photos for refurbishment on her work with what she does refurbishing 
furniture.


The actual plan for this project will be to visit these various places of 
opportunity, capture images relevant to the subjects I’ve chosen for this 
project and to turn my results into environmental awareness posters that suite 
the style and theme of Friends of the Earths website so viewers can 
understand the message of how these scenarios cause catastrophic damage 
to our environment, hopefully bringing them to the realisation of the changes 
that need to be made not only to their lifestyle but everyones lifestyle.


I’m planning on using the first 4-5 weeks on travelling to these various 
locations as well as a week planning to begin with, after the planning phase 
and then the photo taking stage I will write about my finding and summarise 
where my photos took me, Im calling this the presenting my findings stage, 
finally I will talk about. What I’m going to do with my photos and how I will turn 
them into informative posters for Friends of the Earth.
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So to begin with climate change or the environment in general has never been 
something I’ve concerned myself with, the idea of needing to actively look 
after the environment to me wasn’t a priority. Since I started doing this unit 
and looking into the impact we have on the environment as humans my eyes 
have seriously been opened after watching the documentary film titled “Before 
the Flood”, directed by Fisher Stevens and narrated by Leonardo DiCaprio for 
National Geographic Documentary Film.


In this documentary you are shown some large scale operations of oil farming 
and deforestation, you also see the huge impacts these operations have on 
our environment such as huge 
pools of oil that are left 
instead of cleaned up this 
ends up effecting the wild life 
in the surrounding area killing 
off species of animals. 
There’s huge amounts of 
carbon being released into 
our atmosphere from these 
huge operations burning 
fossil fuels on a constant 
basis in extraordinary 
amounts.


The documentary itself is about climate change and raising awareness about 
the consequences that are developing based on our lifestyles that we lead and 
the neglect we have for our environment. The main topic talked about is the 
effects the use and burning of natural resources such as coal and oil have on 
the Artic and Greenland. In the documentary Dr. Enric  explains –


“The Artic is like the air conditioning for the Northern Hemisphere, if it goes 
away, that’s going to change currents, weather patterns and it’ll make droughts 
more catastrophic” 

He explains how Greenland is close to a tipping point from the amount of ice 
that is melting and once it goes beyond this tipping point it will enter a 
feedback loop of melting. In basic form the ice in Greenland reflects the 
sunlight causing it to keep cool but water absorbs sunlight causing more 
heating rather than cooling. So if Greenland was to melt beyond a certain point 
it wouldn’t be able to freeze over again it’ll continuously be in a cycle of 
warming itself up instead of cooling itself.
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My first Researched photographer is Roberto Bueno who won the 
environmental photographer of the year award in 2021. The photo below is 
what I’m talking about and It’s part of a selection of photos took by the 
photographer showing an aerial view of humans footprint on the planet.


With this photo its showing an aerial view of a lake in two half’s separated by a 
road traveling through it, on the top half you have clean water with trees 
growing next to it and on the bottom half you have water polluted by toxic 
minerals from a nearby mine reservoir, these minerals are leaking into the lake 
and completely destroying the ecosystem of species that live in the water as 
well as killing bird species such as flamingos that use the lake as feeding 
grounds.


Roberto Bueno shows the viewer an angle of which they wouldn’t normally 
view, I think this works well on raising awareness of the pollution taking place 
in the Rio Tinto, Spain by showing us a different perspective in a bigger scale 
than what you’d see if you drove through the river.


The photographer Roberto Bueno works with the National Geographic to share 
his work and bring awareness to changes in the environment through human 
footprints that are left behind due to our non-clean methods with our waste.


From the photographer himself on what his photos are about:


“My photographs reflect not only the beauty of our planet but also my own 
memories and biography. Unfortunately, they reflect Nature’s constant 
degradation in the hands of human beings as well. I wish my photographs, and 
also those of all my colleagues, could help us become aware of that 
degradation.”  
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My second researched photographer is Pedro de Oliveira Simões Esteves, also 
a winner of environmental photographer of the year 2021. Although I couldn’t 
find any website that he runs that showcases his work and more information 
about him I still find the piece that won the award last year brilliant and I think 
it raises awareness of the need to convert to a clean eslf sufficient energy 
source on a country level. The image was taken in Serra de Sao Macario, 
Portugal and is titled Clean Energy, What I like most about this photo is the 
clean look it has, the air in the photo looks clean and un contaminated. Just 
looking at the photo presents a feeling of breathable air and gives off a healthy 
aesthetic.


What I see in this image as well is the fact that we are changing slowly on a 
big scale, countries are starting to see the benefits the environment has from 
switching to a renewable energy source over natural coal and oil energy 
sources.
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My third photographer is Subrata Dey, His Instagram profile consists of 
everyday life photos in Bangladesh, street photography, abstract photography 
and wildlife photography. This photo I have chosen to speak about though is of 
a pile of plastic bottles waiting to be sorted by hand in a plastic bottle 
recycling plant, in the photo a child is sitting on a ladder used to cross over 
the pile of plastic bottles and from the size of the child in the photo it puts into 
perspective how many plastic bottles are in just this pile. The bottles outside 
of the composition probably spread far and wide in the land owned by the 
recycling plant.


Due to the fact these bottles need to be sorted by hand and combining the 
fact tons more bottles are added to this pile daily it’s probably an endless 
cycle of the pile getting bigger because they can’t keep up with the work.


I think the work of Subrata Dey raises awareness on the crisis in Bangladesh 
with being overwhelmed with there own and probably imported plastic 
recyclables.
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The theme I like and am looking at investigating more is recycling and 
comparing historic ways of disposing of our waste that we still use and what’s 
becoming the new conventional way of dealing with waste which is recycling 
and re using to help save the environment.


Reading through a website called Recyclingbins.com some facts and statistics 
based on the UK’s population say the average person in the UK throws away a 
total of 400kg of waste a year and the recycling rate in the UK is 45% and 
growing, compared to Wales which recycles 57% and Northern Ireland which 
does 46% we could be doing much better. But compared to the world leaders 
of recycling household waste such as Germany and South Korea which is 60% 
- 70% we are far behind and have a long way to go.


I feel that I’m drawn to this theme due to the fact recycling is something that’s 
always been presented as an option for me to participate in but I’ve decided 
not to get involved my whole life. I think participating in it while conducting my 
work will give me incite on the subject I’m focusing on, due to recycling being 
widely available in the community I think it’s the perfect option or theme to do.


Although I find some other options more interesting to write about and 
photograph it’s near impossible to find locations suitable for photos near here.


A few ideas for pictures I have related to my theme are:


•Local dump sites


•Local Recycle centres


•Local landfill sites


•Fly tipping sites


I think shooting the contrast to the environmentally friendly option as well and 
then placing both photos side by side would be a very bold and effective way 
of making an audience think about the effects on the environment we are 
having as a species by not properly disposing of our waste.
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The impact me and other photographers have on the environment is in many 
forms, starting with indirectly harming the environment, an example would be 
throwing a piece of broken equipment away instead of taking it to be repaired 
and re used or donated to a place that recycles the equipment correctly. 
Another example would be throwing batteries away in the regular waste, doing 
this sort of thing results in harmful chemicals to spill out into the ground, it can 
also be dangerous for the workers that sort through waste in a plant.


So it’s important for us as 
photographers to properly dispose of 
our broken equipment or at least 
donating it to a company that plans 
to fix it or properly dispose of it, 
Properly disposing of our equipment 
saves the environment and lowers 
the cost of the production of new 
items energy wise. Another easily 
avoided thing we do is disposing of 
chemicals down sinks into the 
environment that way, disposing 
chemicals carelessly down drains is 
something that kills water life eco 
systems.  


One way we directly damage the environment would be destroying vegetation 
on shooting locations, this type of damage to the environment is something 
that’s easily avoidable too if care is taken when going to shoot locations and 
avoiding any sort of destruction to plant life that grown in the area.


In summary to how photography impacts the environment and what we can do 
as photographers to change and help the environment and make photography 
more sustainable, I’d say the most important steps we can take to make it 
more sustainable is by properly disposing of broken or used equipment and 
not contributing to historic means of waste disposal such as landfill sites, this 
allows good working parts to be re used to cheapen manufacturing costs 
energy wise for new equipment for us potentially in the future, and also 
preserving nature around us when we shoot in those locations.
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For my photographic work I’ve decided to keep on the same subject as the 
researched photographers above but I wanted to focus on the city closest to 
us which is Birmingham, I wanted to show the measures the council is taking 
to save the environment and encourage green alternative practices to the 
population living there.


I mainly took photos in the Kings 
Heath area of Birmingham and what I 
found was bins with slogans stating 
“Making Birmingham Green” with a 
company name Commercial Waste 
Services and according to the 
website the commercial bins are 
sorted through for recyclables and 
recycled.


I also noticed the population in the 
area use recycle bins pre sorted for 
collection, I think this combined with 
commercial waste services recycling is a good step 
in the right direction to making Birmingham green as 
the slogan says. On the high street there was a few 
clothes and shoes recycle points that I noticed too. 
The options for recycling is there for all the people 
living in the area to utilise and do their part in 
making a sustainable future.


The reality of the streets of Birmingham though is 
that not everybody is invested in the idea of 
recycling their waste or correctly disposing of any of 
their waste. While traveling through various 
neighbourhoods I saw garbage bags full piled on 
top of each other, pallets just dumped after some 
sort of construction and fly tipping furniture in front 
of peoples homes. One of the more shocking 
discoveries I found was a pond next to a residential 
area stating


“The water in this pool is not clean and there may 
be contaminants which are harmful to persons or 
animals”


This sign is from the Birmingham City Council so 
they know it’s harming the environment and instead 
of stopping the source of contaminants a sign is put 
up.
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Below are the pictures of fly tipping, contamination sign and the garbage bags.
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Continuing with my research into the environment I decided to purchase a 
book called “The Ecology Book” by Tony Juniper, the book itself is about all 
sorts of problems to do with environmental damage and explains potential 
ideas on resolving said problems. One 
of the more interesting sections in 
the book is titled “The Human 
Factor” which is presented with a 2 
page timeline of event over the past 
225 years of which certain types of 
pollution was noticed and recordings 
of the effects and how bad it was 
getting started to be produced for 
example in 1958 Charles Keeling 
started to record the year on year 
rise in atmospheric carbon dioxide 
levels.


What was useful about this book was how easy it was to understand the ideas 
and explanations behind the subjects through the way they use words. One 
subject I am working on for my work is to do with air pollution and the effects 
it has on the environments as well as looking at the measures being taken by 
the government and councils to try and help save the air we breath and the 
environment we live in.


What I found about air pollution is that it effects us in many ways as well as 
the environment, for us and the effects of pollution on our heath it can cause 
cancer and is linked to asthma, it can effect mental development in children by 
delaying development and it also has effects on adults, it can effect the 
reproductive system in women and more. The ways air pollution effects our 
environment is by entering into our oceans which is a total of 20% of 
pollutants that enter into our oceans which contributes to the extinction of 
aquatic species.
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“Pollution is one of the biggest problems we are facing globally, with horrible 
future costs to society.” - Maria Neira (World Health Organisation)


It also effects other animals by damaging their respiratory systems the same 
as humans, plants get effected by being exposed to long term air pollution, 
this causes them to grow less. Its also known that burning fossil fuels releases 
nitrogen oxides and sulphur into the atmosphere which creates nitric acid and 
sulphuric acid when mixed with water droplets, these rains clouds can carry 
the so called acid rain for thousands of miles contaminating drinking water, 
soil and vegetation it comes into contact with. In summary the effects of air 
pollution is causing ecosystems to change faster than the plants and animal 
species that live there can adapt and as a result many species are going 
extinct, ocean ecosystems are also at risk due to the acidity levels raising. The 
melting of the ice caps, rising sea levels and warming oceans, extreme 
weather conditions are all signs of climate change partly due to the air 
pollution we produce on our planet.


Being located in Walsall I decided to focus my idea mainly on the emissions 
from cars in Birmingham and look into the new clean air zone that’s been put 
into place around the centre of the city to control air pollution. The idea behind 
the clean air zone in Birmingham isn’t to ban the use of any vehicle in the city 
but to discourage the use of the most polluting ones mainly diesels that don’t 
meet the Euro 6 standards or petrols that 
don’t meet the Euro 4 standards, these 
cars will be charged per day in the clean 
air zone and even have to pay if their just 
passing through. The price for a car is 
eight pounds for the day, if ten people 
who live in the clean air zone with a car 
each that doesn’t meet the standards 
they’ll have to pay to use there car inside 
the city they live in, essentially paying to 
use 
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their car and that’s on top of petrol and diesel prices. But if you take those ten 
people and calculate how much they pay into the system together it’s 29,200 
pounds a year, this is just ten people that live in the city and can’t get around 
not paying the toll and can’t afford a new car, they're are thousands of cars 
that pass through or go into Birmingham each day so the actual annual income 
from the clean air zone must be enormous.


The penalty for not paying the eight pounds 
results in a sixty pound fine that goes up to 
one hundred and twenty pounds if not payed 
within fourteen days, it’ll go up further by 
sixty pounds for each fourteen days after 
each increase.


This made me question where the money 
goes and what it gets spent on, from what I 
could read online it gets spent on controlled 
parking, transport improvements and funding 
of twenty hydrogen busses. In my opinion I 
don’t think the full amount of money is spent 
on turning Birmingham into a more 
environmentally friendly city and the clean air 
zone toll doesn’t stop any sort of congestion.


With my photos for the clean air zone I 
wanted to capture pictures of the signs 
scattered throughout the clean air zone and 
also capture images of the traffic congestion 
on the main roads going through 
Birmingham. On my various journeys through 
Birmingham I encountered huge stretches of 
traffic between four in the afternoon and 6 in 
the evening, the traffic itself crawls through 
Birmingham and is probably the worst part of 
the day in emissions from passing traffic, a 
lot of the traffic is HGVs and vans but its 
always bumper to bumper traffic. This is 
something I think the council should spend 
the clean air zone money on, upgrading this 
main road to support higher quantities of 
traffic would keep vehicles moving at a more 
eco friendly speed instead of being stuck in 
traffic releasing emissions for longer.
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The signs for the clean air zone are clearly 
seen whenever you're entering the zone and 
even warning signs of the zone coming up in 
so many miles, the problem with the signs is 
its not clear where you go to pay and when 
you do figure out where to go it’s not clear 
anywhere what the money is spent on which 
I think is something that should be stated on 
the website.


A photographer by the name of Kamran or 
Kamrankhan.photo on instagram posted a 
photo posing a question on what people 
think of the new clean air zone in 
Birmingham and how it’s been effecting 
them so far, his view on the clean air zone 
was that many green laws  unfairly penalise 
the poor and all that the scheme does is 
further the gentrification of Birmingham, 
comparing it to what happened in London 
with their clean air zone. He further talks 
about how low income families who live 
within the clean air zone are needing to sell 
their small economical diesels for newer 
cars. He finally says how if the government 
actually cared about clean air in cities they 
should outlaw internal flights.
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For my idea of visiting a recycling centre I went to 
the Merchants Way Recycling Centre  in Aldridge 
where I live and asked to take some photos of the 
way they sort their waste, after agreeing I went 
around and got pictures of the various things they 
recycle at the site and also some environmental 
awareness signs that though fit the place.


The centre recycled and accepted all sorts from 
wood or cardboard to clothes, batteries and old 
light bulbs, Everything was sorted correctly and 
highly organised and is a much better choice in 
my opinion over the landfill that sits down the 
road from it. 


Recycling is an important part in saving the 
environment according to what Friends of the 
Earth say, recycling wood and paper materials 
helps save our trees and forests, recycling 
plastics we use reduces the amount of new 
plastic we need to produce, recycling metals 
reduces the amount of mining to we do to extract 
new ores and the recycling of glass makes it so 
we use less raw materials like sand. Doing this 
basic recycling helps us conserve the natural 
resources the planet has and in tern prevents 
catastrophic damages being done to the place we 
live.


The practice of recycling also protects wildlife 
and ecosystems, for example recycling wood and 
paper cuts down on deforestation which would 
prevent wild animals being harmed during the 
process of deforestation and leaving them 
displaced and without a home causing them to go 
extinct. 
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My mom over the past year has began doing 
refurbishment work on old unwanted furniture 
that was being thrown away, she finds these 
pieces of furniture outside peoples houses 
and on streets where fly tippers go.


The process she goes through is stripping 
the piece down and then re painting it with a 
more modern and desirable colour scheme, 
then she'll apply decorative elements such as 
putting wall paper on the inside of a recent 
cupboard she did with a nice floral pattern 
that went well with the grey she used overall, 
with the clapboard project she also added 
shelves to give it more storage space. I think 
this type of work is brilliant for waste 
management and having a mindset of not just 
throwing out things and buying new.


Instead of purchasing new things such as 
bags she also creates her own from scratch 
buy buying the materials herself and cutting 
and sewing them together herself, these bags 
are amazing and have really good attention to 
detail, the build quality is sturdy and stylish 
as well. Not only is it cheaper to do this it 
also stops money going to companies that 
mass produce their products with big 
emission costs to the environment.


 

16



Sustainability in Art & Design Connah Woodley-Millard

What I think this shows is that there are people out there that do care about 
sustainability in the environment and play an active part in trying to make the 
place they live in a more green friendly environment. I also think of my mom as 
an artist that actively thinks about the environment.


A historic photographer I quite like called Ansel Adams 
was a environmentalist photographer and was 
passionate about conservationism. Ansel Adams was 
born February 20th 1902 and died in 1984 aged 82, 
Ansel Adams during his matured years of his 
photography career in the 1930s and onwards his work 
was more landscape focused and from what he tells us 
in his autobiography he expresses his concern for how 
the Americans have a loss of connection with nature 
due to the industrialisation of land and the exploitation 
of the lands natural resources, what I like about Ansel 
Adams work is the beauty of the natural landscapes he 
took, added to the brilliance of his work is the effort 
and work that went into getting such amazing shots of the landscapes he took.


This picture titled “The Grand Tetons and the Snake River” is one of my 
favourites from Ansel Adams, what I like about this composition is the way 
how the Snake river leads you through the picture to the background of this 
spectacular mountain range overlooking the river. The authentic black and 
white in the photo is stunning in my opinion and I love the darks and lights in 
the photo.
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The way the sun is blocked out by the clouds over the mountain range really 
adds a nice moody shadows  that are casted over the forest and small hills 
located by the river but from the reflection of the sky in the river you can still 
see and make out the river which is a key part of the composition to lead the 
viewer through the photo.


What I love about this photographer the most though is his work captures 
these landscape views in a certain point of time where they were at there most 
beautiful. Although not entirely accurate I managed to find a picture took of the 
same landscape but more recently taken by a photographer named Jarmila 
Kasparova, The picture isn’t the exact same placement but is fairly close.


As you can see from the conservation of Grand Teton National Park in 
Wyoming the landscape has been barely touched apart from natural changes 
in the landscape.
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A more contemporary photographer who works in the field of conservation 
photography like Ansel Adams is Cristina Mittermeier, instead of 
photographing landscapes of conservation areas she focuses her efforts on 
photographing marine biology subjects, what I like about Christina’s work is 
that it shows you places and beauty that never gets seen due to the fact its 
underwater.


What I like about this photo from Christina is the contrast it presents, I love the 
way how you have this half of a glimpse of dry land where the palm trees are 
coming out from the top of the water and then you have this sprawling 
environment under the water with fish and coral, it really brings awareness to 
there is another world going on under the water away from human eyes.


That’s what I think Christina's work is about, bringing awareness to a world 
that is in danger from our various pollutants such as plastic waste and air 
pollutions. It shows the fact that if we continue to pollute our oceans this type 
of environment won’t exist and the species in it will be extinct from our lack of 
awareness.
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Cristina is also the founder of the International League of Conservation 
Photographers which the purpose of is to provide a platform for photographers  
that deal with and work on environmental issues that we face in the world. 
Cristina is also an environmental portrait photographer that takes beautiful 
photos of people living in distant 
tribes that have no connection to 
the world outside their 
community, with her work she is 
able to give the people without a 
voice an opportunity to speak 
about their environmental 
problems.


This photo of two tribe members 
coming in from the sea is one 
that is posted on Cristina´s 
Instagram and in the caption box 
Cristina puts:


“When I create a fine art photograph, I look for compositions that take what is 
unknown and mysterious for my viewers and make it familiar; as if they were 
the ones swept up in the pull of the ocean with their camera housing or 
standing on the shores with the viewfinder pressed to their eye. I want them to 
feel as if they know my subjects, to evoke a sense of closeness that we may 
feel for our own homes, beloved backyard ponds or gardens, and the people 
with whom we share our lives. I want us to feel how we are inextricably 
connected to this beautiful planet and rouse us to protect it. My photographs 
offer more than a window into the world beneath the waves- they reveal our 
place in the network of life.” - Cristina Mittermeier 

This I think explains in complete what she aims to do with her work, being able 
to bring the scene to the viewer and make them feel like they are there 
themselves taking the photo.
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Aaron Huey is a photographer that is employed by National Geographic, he’s 
done multiple cover stories for the National Geographic and over thirty in 
magazine stories. He stands behind movements such as “We the People” and 
“Reset Capitalism” using his artwork and photographs to raise awareness for 
his various movements he’s apart of, he’s also a founder of amplifier.org which 
is a design lab that creates art and media to raise awareness to our worlds 
most important movements.


This image from Aaron Huey of the 160th anniversary of the original 1860 Wide 
Awakes Grand Procession for abolition is from back in October 2020 and 
shows the Wide Awakes movement art design on a flag and people at the front 
of the parade leading the way, this image was taken from Aaron Huey´s official 
Instagram page. Most of his work consists of beautiful landscapes and wildlife.


This photo for example is one of his most recently posted photos on his 
instagram page and I love the colours going on in the composition, I like the 
warm tone colours of the grass and house in the foreground and middle 
ground and the cold look of the snow in the background on the hill behind the 
house, the sunset sky mixed with the blue as well is something that really 
makes the photo stand out to me. The way how the house is falling down and 
the fence posts scattered across the floor make the photo feel like it’s saying 
that the landscape and nature itself is the only thing that can stand the 
progression of time.
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Aaron Huey also makes artwork that raises 
awareness, this piece he made is titled No 
Sides in Climate and the piece is designed to 
raise awareness of the inevitable climate 
change we are facing due to our actions and 
that there’s to side to choose when it comes 
to climate change, we’re all on the same 
planet and its all of our problem.


As you can see from the image that i´ve 
included of the piece of art designed by 
Aaron Huey, its very simple but effective for 
whoever is viewing it. It gets right to the 
point with a picture of the earth and it’s split 
by two separate colours, the could be 
associated with something like the 
republicans and democratic parties and the 
text is simply saying their is no sides, this 
would mean neither side of the government 
parties are the right one to side with on this 
issue.


In the past Aaron Huey did two other pieces for magazines raising awareness 
on flooding and wildfires talking about why its caused and how climate change 
is the lead cause of extreme weather conditions.


22



Sustainability in Art & Design Connah Woodley-Millard

Jasper Doest is one of my favourite photographers out of the ones I 
researched for this project due to the creativeness of his work, Jasper Doest is 
a dutch photographer that in his words:


"Giving a voice to nonhuman lives while trying to bridge the gap between the 
natural world and ourselves.” - Jasper Doest  

The quote is from his instagram 
biography and I think it sums his 
work up well, Jasper Doest likes to 
take portraits of animals in urban 
environments like the example of this 
piece he did of flamingos in a public 
pool. His work has a very playful 
aesthetic to it but also poses serious 
questions such as are the animals 
the intruders, or are humans the 
intruders?


His photos have earned him multiple 
awards such as Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year awards and 
World Press Photo awards, he’s also 
done work for GEO and National 
Geographic magazines. This photo of 
seagulls on a pile of plastic is a 
photo taken by Jasper Doest that I 
think is really impactful on the viewer 
giving them a close up perspective of 
these animals in an environment that 
has been taken over by humans, 
from how close this shot is you can 
see the dirt that the bird has been 
exposed to from this pile or garbage, 
this is something that needs to have 
awareness on due to how harmful it is for these animals to be in these 
environments we cause. The amount of un recycled plastic in just this shot is 
shocking, we have no idea the hight or how big this pile is.
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For experimentation on where I want to go for 
my final environmental awareness posters I 
put together two posters with photos I took 
for the project in the planning stage, I also 
made a collage that was pieces of various 
magazines to form an image.


With the collage I was trying to use patterns 
from all the different images in magazines to 
form a background around the subjects in the 
collage, I used old technology pictures to 
show the type of things we should recycle and 
also clothing items that look re used. 


Due to not being amazingly creative when It 
comes to this type of thing I felt the poster 
idea is more to my strengths. For my first 
poster the main focus is on a shopping cart 
full of an assortment of items that are 
recyclable, the poster reads “Recycling is 
important for sustainability ” and also says 
“Help keep the planet clean by doing your part”


After doing these posters I realise that they 
need more eye catching content and to be in 
colour apposed to black and white, I like the 
black and white from a creative point of view 
but for using it on the website of Friends of 
the Planets  it will need to be in colour to meet 
their criteria.
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My second poster is on the topic of fly tippers in our local community and 
asking people who see others taking part in fly tipping to report it to their local 
authorities to try and deter people from repeating the act, with this poster 
although the pictures are in black and white still I tried adding colour into the 
poster itself with the yellow design choices. These posters were designed on a 
website called canva.com, the reason behind choosing Canva is due to it’s 
easy to use controls and the interface being user friendly and helpful, the 
program itself is based on a website and is free to use.


The poster is meant to be informative by letting the viewer know that these 
things are happening around them and bringing awareness to the fact that it 
shouldn’t be done by these people, something I could’ve added to make to 
poster more educational  would have been a list of things that properly 
disposing of these items helps towards in the sustainability of the environment.


To summarise these experimental posters and collage, I’m more keen on doing 
informative posters apposed to doing collages but my posters need to be less 
dark themed to suite the website and need more information that’s useful for 
the viewer.
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For my final work I decided against the idea of creating posters and decided 
on the images covering the messages themselves. I wanted to take inspiration 
fro photographers such as Edward Burtynsky and Aaron Siskind.


Aaron Siskind was a film photographer 
based in America that took particular 
interest in photographing patterns and 
textures, these images are all in black 
and white and contain a high amount of 
contrast in them which helps create 
and show the textures in his work 
giving it depth instead of the image 
being flat, this example of some of his 
work is a good demonstration of the 
style of images Aaron Siskind liked to 
take.


The image has a lot of detail in the 
wood in the picture due to the use of 
the before mentioned high contrast 
choice and the use of black and white. I 
also noticed he likes to work with lines which I think adds impact to his work 
this is due to the lines being strikingly precise and adding layers to the image.


This is a perfect example of the use of lines in his 
work and how it adds depth to the composition, if 
you were to take the line away from this piece it 
wouldn’t have the same impact on the audiences 
eyes and wouldn’t be as interesting as it is.


You see the use of these elements through all of 
the work Aaron Siskind, it seems that lines and 
textures are the main focal points when he is 
putting a composition together.
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With my final work I aim to use the 
same techniques of capturing 
textures and lines as Aaron Siskind 
adding depth and meaning behind 
my images, this will hopefully have a 
desirable effect on the audience of 
my own work.


I will be using these elements of his 
work along with the use of high 
contrast and black and white edits to 
replicate the same sort of style Aaron 
Siskind produced.


The other Photographer named 
Edward Burtynsky does more 
contemporary work, the work I have 
chosen to do research on and the 
drawn inspiration from for my own 
work is the images he took in China to do with electronic waste dumps, I find 
this work relates well to my project due to the textures captured in his work, I 
think this relates well to the work of Aaron Siskind too since they both capture 
similar images. 


The use of high contrast in his work is very similar and the only difference is 
the use of colour instead of black and white, both work with lines in their 
compositions adding a great effect to the work they produce adding layers and 
textures to the image making them pop more.
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With this work from Edward Burtynsky he 
is mainly focusing on large areas of land 
in China that have just been used as 
dumping grounds for electronic part that 
no longer have any use. He goes into 
how the e waste recycling industry in the 
country is not yet a refined industry and 
showing us the level of how bad it has 
gotten.


What I want to incorporate from the work 
of Edward Burtynsky in my own project is 
the framing he has used, capturing just 
the subject enhancing the textures, 
patterns and the impact of the photo on 
the human eye.


With my final images I have a total of eight, all the images are of separate 
subjects to add variety to the textures and patterns in the series, the work is 
clearly visible and the use of said textures and patterns adds layers to the 
compositions, what my images are about is the mass consumerism we have in 
our society and also the message of recycling our waste which can be seen in 
my images from how the rubbish has been categorised and separated for 
recycling.


28



Sustainability in Art & Design Connah Woodley-Millard

As you can see from the first two images I have a lot of different styles of 
textures going on in the images which adds detail to the shots and also the 
use of Lines in my work that is similar Aaron Siskind. I think the use of black 
and white is perfect due to their being minimal distractions going on in the 
image, this choice makes things like the highlights more clear making for a 
more interesting and appealing photo.


What I like about this image above is how it’s it’s of the same subject Edward 
Burtynsky captured but the use of a top down angle to capture the subject in 
full adds a more desirable effect than the angle Edward Burtynsky chose to 
shoot at making it more similar to Aaron Siskind’s work. The inclusion of dark 
shadows is something I’m really fond of in these images I think they add 
character to the images.
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With this next image I wanted to include the subject of computer components 
to relate back to Edward Burtynsky and his work with capturing computer 
waste, what’s most interesting about capturing computer waste is how the 
shapes & lines add detail and layers to the image, I particularly like how the 
wires bend around not following a certain path overlapping each other creating 
the depth in the image.


With this image I wanted it to be a lot darker to demonstrate the contrast that’s 
being used in these images in detail showing the separation between the 
highlights and the shadows.


With all these images I intended to mix between the contemporary work of 
Edward Burtynsky and the historic work of Aaron Siskind to demonstrate how 
both techniques and processes can work together creating a much more 
detailed and dramatic image.
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With these two images I wanted to show the raw wood material such as 
garden waste and the refined outcome of the same resource and how both are 
separated while being recycled. 


With photographing wooden material I wanted to focus mainly on the textures 
in the composition making it the main focus point in the images, I think this 
adds drama in the pictures which is exactly the effect I was going for with this 
project.


The use of the dark shadows also helps with the effect of adding drama into 
these shots and using this technique adds impact to the photos and what is 
happening to the planet, it shows how this material that being recycle has an 
alternative use than to just waste away in something like a landfill or being in a 
dump site.
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What I found quite controversial about this image is the fact that a bag for life 
or a bag that’s designed to replace plastic bags if in the recycle centre 
showing the wastefulness of us as a species. With these images I think I have 
done what I intended to do which was use the contemporary and historic 
elements from my researched photographers and add them into my own style 
of work making a hybrid of interesting outcomes.
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Evaluation  
To summarise the project I think I did a good job at managing my time and 
produced a solid piece of work that speaks about the subjects in detail that 
are included, I think my feedback on my work was good and the project as a 
whole was a success.


The only thing that went wrong was the sudden change of direction at the end, 
I think I should have decided my final approach earlier rather than later but 
either way I still met the deadline and produced solid work to present which is 
what matters.


Having my final images I prepared a presentation to show to an audience to 
gather feedback, in my presentation I started by showing my early researched 
photographers explaining what it is they were photographing and the reasons 
behind their work while discussing what it is that I liked about their work. After 
discussing my researched photographers I presented my experimental work 
talking about what worked about it and what didn’t, I took questions about my 
experimental work throughout answering my reasons behind my techniques 
and processes behind the images.


For the second half of the presentation I started with researched 
photographers that influenced my final work explaining what I took out of each 
composition and why before showing my final eight images to the audience.


The presentation went well and run longer than I first anticipated and my feed 
back was good, the audience said that my work was solid and shows how 
consumerism has taken over, I’m happy with this because one of the main 
points I targeted covering with my recycling work was mass consumerism, it 
shows my work speaks for itself when conveying a message without the help 
of text. Another thing the audience mentioned was the black and white make 
the images more powerful which is something I agree with, the use of black 
and white with the combination of high contrast makes the images feel more 
raw and deep with the blacks and shadows.


One piece of feedback which was really good was the mention of how the 
composition is great with the shapes and patterns, I liked this feedback 
especially since I changed my direction with my final images to include lines, 
shapes and patterns inspired by my researched photographers.


The range in artists was good which was mentioned by the audience during 
feedback which I think is a good thing since I researched a large and wide 
range of artists & photographers.
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